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CMS Quality Reporting Programs 
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* Future  
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IQR & EHR Incentive Program Alignment 
Proposed Timelines 

• Voluntary eCQM* Reporting 

16/28 eCQM Across 3 NQS Domains*  
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IQR & EHR Incentive Program Alignment 
Proposed Timelines 

• Mandatory CY 2016 reporting period for FY 2018 
payment determination 

• Voluntary eCQM Reporting 
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IQR Proposed FY 2017 PY Changes* 

• Fewer “Abstracted” Process of Care Measures 
- “Topped Out” Process Measures 
-  MAP Recommendations 
- Provider Burden Outweighs Importance of Measure 
- Lost NQF Endorsement 

• More Outcomes Measures  
- Claims Based with Risk Adjustment (? EHR CCDE Data) 
- Three Years of Data for Condition / Procedure Specific 

Measures 
- Episode of Care Cost Measures 

* IPPS NPRM 42 CFR Parts 405, 412, 413, 415, 422, 424, 485, 
and 488 
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eMeasures (aka eCQM, CQM) 

• eMeasures are performance measures that have 
been developed for use in an EHR or other 
electronic system. eMeasures pull the information 
needed to evaluate performance directly from the 
electronic record. They can be far more efficient 
than traditional approaches of extracting data from 
paper charts or claims databases.  

- NQF Glossary 



eCQM Workflow & Standards 

DW 

 
 
 

eCQM Application 



QDM Data Element 
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eCQM Standards: QRDA  
 

• HL7 CDA R2 Quality Reporting Document 
Architecture (QRDA)  

- Specifies a framework for quality reporting  

- Standardizes the representation of measure-defined data 
elements 

• QRDA Category I-Single patient report 
- Exported from EHRs and other Data Systems 

- Consumed By Quality Reporting Engines  

• QRDA Category III-Aggregate report 
- Calculated using HQMF and a calculation engine 

 

 

 

 

 



QRDA Category I 



QRDA Category III 





eMeasures: Many Differences 



eMeasures Infrastructure “1.0” 

cEHRT and eCQM 
Modules  
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CMS.gov 

HITSP TN 906 



Page 14 



eMeasures Infrastructure “2.0” 

VSAC  

cEHRT and eCQM 
Modules  

eCQMs QDM MAT 
NQF  
MAP 
Rules  

Cypress Bonnie 

Reporting 
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Core eCQM Issues 

• “Re-Tooling” vs. “Re-Engineering” vs. “de-Novo”  

• Data Capture Feasibility 
- EHR Capability 

- Provider Adoption / Readiness 

- Provider Workflow Variations 

• Performance Validation 
- Comparability / Equivalency with Existing Measures 

- Specification Issues 

- Field Testing 

- “Point of Failure” Analysis 
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eCQMs and Risk Adjustment 

• Risk models are not standardized.  
• Currently limitations of the MAT do not allow 

for direct specification of risk adjusted 
measures. 

• eCQM metadata includes a reference to 
the complete risk model. 

• HQMF R2.x is able to create explicit Risk 
Adjustment Variable data criteria section. 
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HSCRC: eCQM Performance Measurement 

• Alignment with CMS IQR eCQM’s 
- Retooled & De Novo Process Measures 

- EHR Data enriched Risk Adjusted Outcomes Measures 

• Develop / Partner for eCQM Infrastructure 
- “Receive” & “Consume” QRDA I Data  

- eCQM Calculation Engine to generate QRDA III 

- Data and Performance Validation 

• “Multi-modality” Performance Measurement 
- Integrate eCQM with Other Types of Measures 

- Develop De Novo Measures  



eMeasures Infrastructure “3.0” 
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Modules  

eCQMs QDM MAT 
NQF  
MAP 
Rules  

Cypress Bonnie 

Reporting 
to 

CMS/TJC 
“Others”  

CDA 
RIM 

HQMF 
QRDA 

STANDARDS 

vMR  
HeD 

CDS 

USHIK 

NTB  

Certification 

NQS 

eSpec 
Navigator CMS.gov 

ONC JIRA 

QUICK 
FHIR 

CQF 



© 2014 Medisolv, Inc. All Rights Reserved 
WWW.MEDISOLV.COM 

Thank you !! 
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